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Introduction: Looking Expensive vs. Looking Rich 

T H E R E  I S  A  D I F F E R E N C E  B E T W E E N  L O O K I N G
E X P E N S I V E  A N D  L O O K I N G  R I C H  —  A N D  A L M O S T  N O

O N E  E X P L A I N S  I T  O U T  L O U D .

LOOKING EXPENSIVE IS LOUD. IT'S LOGOS, IT'S NEWNESS,
IT'S AN OUTFIT THAT ANNOUNCES ITS PRICE TAG BEFORE IT
LETS YOU NOTICE THE WOMAN WEARING IT. LOOKING RICH
IS QUIET. IT'S A COAT THAT HAS CLEARLY BEEN WORN FOR
TEN WINTERS AND WILL BE WORN FOR TEN MORE. IT'S A
BLOUSE WITH NO VISIBLE LABEL, CUT SO WELL THAT NO
ONE ASKS WHERE IT'S FROM THEY JUST ASSUME YOU'VE
ALWAYS DRESSED THIS WAY.

THIS GUIDE IS NOT ABOUT SPENDING MORE MONEY. IT'S
ABOUT SPENDING IT DIFFERENTLY AND, JUST AS OFTEN,
ABOUT CARRYING YOURSELF IN A WAY THAT NO PRICE TAG
CAN BUY. OLD MONEY STYLE WAS NEVER REALLY ABOUT
MONEY. IT'S ABOUT RESTRAINT, PERMANENCE, AND THE
QUIET CONFIDENCE OF NEVER NEEDING TO PROVE
ANYTHING.

BY THE END OF THIS BOOK, YOU'LL KNOW EXACTLY WHAT
TO WEAR, WHAT TO SKIP, AND HOW TO BUILD A WARDROBE
AND A PRESENCE THAT READS AS INHERITED, INTENTIONAL,
AND ENTIRELY YOUR OWN.



ExpensiveExpensive
Is Loud.Is Loud.
Rich IsRich Is
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This Is What New Money Looks Like. This Is
What Old Money Looks Like. 

NEW MONEY
HEAD-TO-TOE LOGOS, WORN AS PROOF RATHER THAN
PREFERENCE
TREND PIECES BOUGHT NEW EVERY SEASON AND
DISCARDED JUST AS FAST
EVERYTHING MATCHES TOO PERFECTLY THE OUTFIT
LOOKS PLANNED, NOT LIVED-IN
BRIGHT, SATURATED COLOR USED FOR ATTENTION
RATHER THAN INTENTION
JEWELRY STACKED TO BE SEEN FROM ACROSS THE
ROOM

OLD MONEY
NO VISIBLE BRANDING THE QUALITY SPEAKS BEFORE THE
LABEL DOES
PIECES BOUGHT TO LAST A DECADE, NOT A SEASON
A SLIGHTLY IMPERFECT, INHERITED-LOOKING MIX AS IF
PULLED FROM A FAMILY CLOSET
A TIGHT PALETTE OF NEUTRALS: CREAM, CAMEL, NAVY,
FOREST, BLACK
ONE OR TWO FINE JEWELRY PIECES WORN DAILY, NEVER
FOR EFFECT

         NEW MONEY BUYS TO BE NOTICED. OLD MONEY DRESSES TO BE REMEMBERED.



No LogoNo Logo
NeededNeeded
No Logo
Needed



5 Mistakes That Instantly Give You Away As
"New Money" 

1. WEARING THE LOGO INSTEAD OF THE CUT
A MONOGRAMMED BAG OR BRANDED BELT READS AS AN
ANNOUNCEMENT. OLD MONEY DRESSING LETS FIT, FABRIC,
AND CONSTRUCTION DO THE TALKING A WELL-CUT BLAZER
SAYS MORE THAN ANY LOGO EVER COULD.

2. CHASING EVERY MICRO-TREND
TREND-DRIVEN PIECES AGE IN A MATTER OF MONTHS. OLD
MONEY STYLE IS BUILT ON GARMENTS THAT LOOKED
APPROPRIATE TEN YEARS AGO AND WILL STILL LOOK
APPROPRIATE TEN YEARS FROM NOW.

3. OVER-ACCESSORIZING
MORE IS RARELY MORE. ONE SIGNATURE PIECE A SIGNET
RING, A STRAND OF PEARLS, A LEATHER WATCH CARRIES
MORE WEIGHT THAN FIVE COMPETING ACCESSORIES.

4. IGNORING FIT FOR THE SAKE OF THE LABEL
A DESIGNER PIECE THAT DOESN'T FIT WILL ALWAYS LOOK
CHEAPER THAN A WELL-TAILORED BASIC. TAILORING IS THE
MOST UNDERRATED INVESTMENT IN THIS ENTIRE STYLE.

5. CHOOSING SHINE OVER TEXTURE
GLOSSY SYNTHETICS AND HARDWARE-HEAVY FABRICS
PHOTOGRAPH LOUDLY. OLD MONEY DRESSING FAVORS
MATTE, NATURAL TEXTURES WOOL, COTTON, LINEN,
LEATHER, CASHMERE THAT AGE BEAUTIFULLY INSTEAD OF
LOOKING DATED.



The Old Money Starter Kit: Wardrobe Essentials
Every Woman Needs 

Category Piece Why It Works

Outerwear Camel wool coat

The single most
recognizable old-
money signal —
timeless, warm,
flattering on
everyone

Knitwear
Cashmere
crewneck or
cardigan

Soft structure,
quiet richness,
layers under
blazers or over
collars

Tailoring
Single-breasted
blazer, neutral
tone

Instant polish for
day or evening;
the workhorse of
the wardrobe

Bottoms
Tailored trousers
+ a pleated midi
skirt

Both read as put-
together without
trying

Shirting
Crisp white
cotton or silk
blouse

Non-negotiable.
Fit and fabric
matter more than
the label

YOU DO NOT NEED A LARGE WARDROBE. YOU NEED THE
RIGHT ONE. THESE TEN CATEGORIES FORM THE
FOUNDATION ALMOST EVERY OLD-MONEY WARDROBE IS
QUIETLY BUILT ON.



Footwear
Leather loafers +
riding boots

Function first,
polish second —
never flashy
hardware

Bag
Structured
leather tote or
top-handle bag

One quality bag
beats five trend
bags

Jewelry
Thin gold pieces,
pearl studs, a
signet ring

Small, well-made,
worn every day —
not stacked for
effect

Accessories
Silk scarf, leather
belt, sunglasses

The details that
make an outfit
look finished, not
accessorized

START WITH ONE PIECE FROM EACH ROW. A WARDROBE
BUILT SLOWLY, FROM QUALITY BASICS, WILL ALWAYS
OUTLAST ONE BUILT QUICKLY FROM TREND PIECES.



The Unspoken Dress Code No One Explains Out
Loud 

DRESS ONE LEVEL ABOVE WHERE YOU'RE GOING
A SLIGHTLY MORE POLISHED VERSION OF "CASUAL" A
BLAZER OVER JEANS, LOAFERS INSTEAD OF SNEAKERS IS
THE QUIET OLD-MONEY HABIT OF NEVER BEING CAUGHT
UNDERDRESSED.

MATCH THE OCCASION, NOT THE ALGORITHM
OLD MONEY DRESSING ISN'T INFLUENCED BY WHAT'S
TRENDING ONLINE. IT'S DICTATED BY THE SETTING: A
LUNCH, A COUNTRY WEEKEND, A GALLERY OPENING EACH
HAVE THEIR OWN QUIET UNIFORM.

COVER MORE, REVEAL LESS
NECKLINES, HEMLINES, AND SILHOUETTES TEND TOWARD
THE MODEST AND THE TAILORED THE APPEAL COMES FROM
CUT AND FABRIC, NOT EXPOSURE.

KEEP FOOTWEAR PRACTICAL
FLASHY HEELS ARE RARE IN THIS WORLD. LOAFERS, RIDING
BOOTS, BALLET FLATS, AND LOW BLOCK HEELS DOMINATE
SHOES BUILT FOR ACTUALLY LIVING IN, NOT JUST POSING IN.

O L D  M O N E Y  H O U S E H O L D S  R A R E L Y  W R I T E  D O W N
T H E I R  R U L E S  T H E Y ' R E  A B S O R B E D ,  N O T  T A U G H T .

H E R E  A R E  T H E  O N E S  T H A T  M A T T E R  M O S T .



Quiet Luxury vs. Logomania: Why Invisible Wins 

Q U I E T  L U X U R Y  I S  A  W A R D R O B E  P H I L O S O P H Y ,  N O T  A
T R E N D  —  A N D  I T ' S  T H E  C L E A R E S T  V I S U A L  L I N E

B E T W E E N  O L D  A N D  N E W  M O N E Y .

LOGOMANIA SAYS:
"I CAN AFFORD THIS BRAND."
RECOGNITION IS THE POINT OF THE PURCHASE.
VALUE IS TIED TO HOW VISIBLE THE PRICE TAG IS.

QUIET LUXURY SAYS:
"I DON'T NEED YOU TO RECOGNIZE THE BRAND."
RECOGNITION ISN'T THE POINT LONGEVITY IS.
VALUE IS TIED TO HOW THE PIECE IS MADE, NOT HOW
LOUDLY IT'S LABELED.

THE IRONY IS THAT QUIET LUXURY IS OFTEN JUST AS
EXPENSIVE AS LOGOMANIA SOMETIMES MORE SO. THE
DIFFERENCE ISN'T THE PRICE. IT'S WHO THE OUTFIT IS
TRYING TO CONVINCE.



The Old Money Beauty Standard: Hair, Skin &
Grooming 

O L D  M O N E Y  B E A U T Y  F O L L O W S  T H E  S A M E  R U L E  A S
O L D  M O N E Y  S T Y L E :  U N D E R S T A T E D ,  W E L L -

M A I N T A I N E D ,  A N D  C O N S I S T E N T  R A T H E R  T H A N
T R E N D - D R I V E N .

HAIR
HEALTHY OVER STYLED GLOSSY, WELL-CUT, LOW-
MAINTENANCE COLOR
CLASSIC CUTS: A SOFT BOB, A BLOWOUT, A SIMPLE LOW
BUN FOR EVENING
MINIMAL HEAT DAMAGE; THE GOAL IS CONDITION, NOT
VOLUME

SKIN
A "YOUR SKIN BUT BETTER" FINISH NEVER FULL-
COVERAGE OR MATTE-HEAVY
CONSISTENT SKINCARE OVER TREND PRODUCTS: SPF,
HYDRATION, SLEEP
A NATURAL FLUSH OVER CONTOUR THE GOAL IS TO LOOK
RESTED, NOT MADE-UP

MAKEUP
NEUTRAL TONES: SOFT BROWNS, ROSE, CHAMPAGNE
NOTHING NEON OR HIGH-SHINE
A DEFINED BUT SOFT BROW, A GROOMED RATHER THAN
"LAMINATED" LOOK
FRAGRANCE THAT'S NOTICED ONLY UP CLOSE, NEVER
ACROSS A ROOM



Building a Capsule Wardrobe That Lasts Forever 

A  T R U E  O L D - M O N E Y  W A R D R O B E  I S  B U I L T  O N C E  A N D
R E F I N E D  S L O W L Y ,  N O T  R E P L A C E D  E V E R Y  S E A S O N .

U S E  T H I S  S I M P L E  P R O C E S S  T O  B U I L D  Y O U R S .

STEP 1 — CHOOSE YOUR PALETTE
PICK TWO NEUTRALS (CREAM, CAMEL, NAVY, BLACK, OR
GREY) AS YOUR BASE, AND ONE ACCENT (FOREST GREEN,
BURGUNDY, OR CHOCOLATE) TO LAYER IN.

STEP 2 — BUY THE ESSENTIALS TABLE FIRST
WORK THROUGH THE TEN CATEGORIES FROM CHAPTER 3
BEFORE ADDING ANYTHING TREND-DRIVEN. THIS IS YOUR
FOUNDATION — EVERYTHING ELSE IS OPTIONAL.

STEP 3 — INVEST IN TAILORING, NOT JUST CLOTHING
A $40 BLAZER ALTERED TO FIT PERFECTLY WILL
OUTPERFORM A $400 BLAZER THAT DOESN'T. BUDGET FOR A
TAILOR THE SAME WAY YOU BUDGET FOR THE GARMENT
ITSELF.

STEP 4 — BUY LESS, BUT BUY IT RIGHT
BEFORE ANY PURCHASE, ASK: WILL I STILL WANT THIS IN
FIVE YEARS? IF THE ANSWER ISN'T AN IMMEDIATE YES, IT
ISN'T OLD MONEY — IT'S JUST NEW SPENDING.



Buy Less. BuyBuy Less. Buy
Right.Right.

Buy Less. Buy
Right.



How to Carry Yourself Like Old Money: Mindset
& Etiquette 

C L O T H I N G  I S  O N L Y  H A L F  T H E  E Q U A T I O N .  T H E  R E S T
I S  P R E S E N C E  —  A N D  P R E S E N C E  C A N ' T  B E  B O U G H T ,

O N L Y  P R A C T I C E D .

SPEAK LESS, SAY MORE
OLD MONEY CONFIDENCE IS QUIET. IT DOESN'T NEED TO
FILL SILENCE, OVER-EXPLAIN, OR PERFORM FOR A ROOM.

NEVER CHASE, NEVER ANNOUNCE
WEALTH THAT NEEDS TO BE MENTIONED USUALLY ISN'T
OLD. THE MOST CONVINCING VERSION OF THIS STYLE
NEVER EXPLAINS ITSELF.

MASTER THE SMALL RITUALS
A HANDWRITTEN NOTE OVER A TEXT, WHEN IT MATTERS
PUNCTUALITY, ALWAYS IT SIGNALS RESPECT, NOT
WEALTH
GOOD POSTURE AND A STEADY, UNHURRIED PACE
GENUINE, SPECIFIC COMPLIMENTS OVER GENERIC ONES

CURATE YOUR SURROUNDINGS, NOT JUST YOUR CLOSET
THE SAME RESTRAINT THAT SHAPES THE WARDROBE
EXTENDS TO THE HOME, THE TABLE SETTING, THE GIFT
WRAPPING. OLD MONEY AESTHETICS ARE CONSISTENT
EVERYWHERE THEY SHOW UP NOT SWITCHED ON ONLY FOR
PHOTOS.



PresencePresence
OverOver

PerformancePerformance

Presence
Over

Performance



Your Next Step 

O L D  M O N E Y  S T Y L E  W A S  N E V E R  A B O U T  H O W  M U C H
Y O U  S P E N D .  I T ' S  A B O U T  H O W  L I T T L E  Y O U  N E E D  T O

P R O V E  —  A N D  H O W  C O N S I S T E N T L Y  Y O U  C A R R Y
T H A T  Q U I E T  C O N F I D E N C E  I N T O  E V E R Y  P A R T  O F

Y O U R  L I F E .

YOU DON'T NEED A NEW WARDROBE OVERNIGHT. START
WITH ONE PIECE FROM THE ESSENTIALS TABLE. PRACTICE
ONE RITUAL FROM THE FINAL CHAPTER THIS WEEK. THE
REST BUILDS ON ITSELF.

ELEGANCE IS THE ONLY BEAUTY THAT NEVER FADES. ATTRIBUTED TO
AUDREY HEPBURN

            THANK YOU FOR READING THE OLD MONEY EDIT.
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